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God, one Eternal, Almighty, Infinite, and 
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dent, who is the original and fountain of 
all Being and Power, from whom, of con- 
ſequence, all Beings both in Heaven, and 
n derive win _ are and have, and 
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to explain what in the text is aid o 
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Mediator between God and Men; 12 


ſenſe of theſe words will, L think, admit 
of a double conſtruction, ſo ag to relate 


either to his Perſon or his Office; to his. 


Perſon, I fay, it may very truly, Whether 
oſtle or not, relate, as. 
referring to his office; the ſenſe is, That as 


a2 Mediator, his buſineſs is; to —— OF: 


liation between God and 


intercede a reconc 
Men; and this I take to be the moſt, 
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his Perſon, it will be thus, That he is in 
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of God, even reaſon will tell us, 
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begotten; for he that is begotten has a 
cauſe of his Being, but the begetter, be- 
ing, as has been ſhewn, from himſelf only 
and ſelf-exiſtent, has —— 1 a, 
makes infinite difference betwixt them; s - 
for whatever has a cauſe of his Being can- | 
not, to be ſure, for that very reaſon; be ; 
God Supreme; God himſelf, if he, had 2 
cauſe of his Being, would be neither God 
nor Supreme; it is ſelf. exiſtence only that 
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x but yet it is moſt bertain he was 


and if begotten, vrhat in feaſon can bo 
imagined muſt from thence be — 
4 ; Ss nei 


nr & Wn WW © wie 1; 8. of 
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— gettin owe | wakes conſis ff: 
7 23 reſerentee on!. Fours = 
generation; Jud if- not, it muſt of tonſe> 
quence moſt: ſurely follow, thatgizas Jclhave' 
before ſaid from Man, in the way of gene- 
ration, 0 Man is pre zuced; 10 from G God in 
ne way God muſt be producedii mit 
man myſelf-own that this doctrine at: Hirſt 
ange and ſurpriſing but notwith ? 
Kanding that, a true docttine it moſt ſurely! 
ds, and ann! if we will believe the Goſpel; 
be nog otherwiſe"; for there; though by the 
light of nature, it is moſt 5 — we could 
never have 'known it; vet, I fay, there we 
moſt certainly find it. By the light of na- 
tutte we could never have — that G 
has a Son, but there we certainly know. = 
that he has, and thlat being known, what, 
even Hi reaſon, can we. ſay of him, or 
what can we think him to be? A Creature 
ſurely he cannot be; no,: as being the be- 
gotten Son of God, he muſt no doubt be 
| infinitely exalted above all: created Beings 
whatſoever ; but yet, if not a creature, what 
then is he? can we think, under another 
denomination, the ſame Being with God 
himſelf; no ſurely, that is utterly impoſ- 
ſible too, for then in effect he would really 
be Wen at all; nay, and, according to 
that, God could not be ſaid to have begot- 


ten works To — if then he cannot in 
any 
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mit ſurely remains that we ſay, that 
as T chave beföre — f 


| may in reaſon! be done eg dn but in 
Toto teaſon, all this ſeems to be 
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be individually the ame- Being rügen 
ly and truly God | 


in the ſenſe of g 


any: other, not, not I mean —— 


* 
8 4 * 


reaſon; 5 and | 


to: ound and good 


| — proved, that revelation eon- 


it, ſurely then it will, in the higheſt 
be ſatisfactory to all mankind 3 but 


degree, 
that it does fo. ſhall be my buſineſs to de- 


monſtrate. We find then in the Scriptures 
tlie Son is — — ſtiled God, and 
aſon be imagined it 


E. pofſibly be in any ot ſenſe than is 


before laid down; in the u preme ſenſe it 
cannot be, for in that ſenſe-we have-ſhewre 


that he is not God, and if he is not in 


that ſenſe ſo, it: ſurely; cannot be faid in 


any other than in way of generation; and 
that this, and this only, is the true * pro- 


per ſenſe that he is ſtiled God in, 1 
undertake farther to prove from 5 firſt 
chapter of St John's Goſpel, verſe. the 
firſt: It will, I know, be thought very 
ſtrange that I ſhould bring this. text to proye 
my doctrine by;ichecanſe this is generally 
thought the rongeſt text in the Bible to 
prove the pro Divinity of the mm ; 
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Setipture. 1 


mene ler Les — — God 
In order 


in the fork of generation only. 
to make good my affertion, 
an 
is the doing of it, 1 wilh Tell che — 
ſearcher of hearts to witneſs,” be ſtritly and 
riouſly faithful; for to do otherwiſe; 1 
Bold to be a moſt horrid and grievous fn 
Nay, and I'am perſuaded what this 
in tlie laſt chapter of the Revelations ſays) 
is" applicable to all that wreſt or perv 
„ Jays be, unto every 
d man that heareth the words of the pro- 
phecy of this book, If any man ſhall add 


© unto * God ſhall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this 
* book: and if at man ſhall take away 


* from the words the book of this pro- 
phecy, God ſhall take away his part out 
* d book of life, and out of the holy 
Leitz, and from the things which are 
«written in this book,“ and to or 


wreſt Scripture, 1 take to be all one 2 


adding to or diminiſhing any thing from 
it; notwithſtanding che terrible 
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ode ie the werds are theſe; *©' Im 
was the Word, BA the 
Mord was wich God; and the Word was 
© Ged.“ By the Werd no doubt the Sort - 


Fer in ay 


bs meant; this Word or Sen wus in the be- 


iN 325 tde beginning I apprehend is - 
1 OM: creation Gf this 
take it io 


world, and the reaſons why 


are, beeauſe at the third vetſe it is ſaid; . 


and that I think alluding to this beginning, 


| Kay: ny; itt ay lng 


the tenth: yerſe it is iid that * He was in 
« the world, and the world: was made by 


« him, and the world knew him not; 


for theſe reaſons, and becauſe beſides Moſes - 


, uſes the ſame term in the firſt of Geneſis; - 


and fie{t verſe, I am of opinion; that by 
the beginning is meant the b. beginning of the 
creation of this world; this. Word or Son 
being thus-in the beginning, was, tis faid, 
with . God; that by the God with- whon: - 
the Werd or Son was, is meant the one 
only and true God, the God that has his . 


Being from none; the God that by necef- 


1 nature is wholely, of, in, and from 
C himſelf, 
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hirmſelf, and is ſelf-exiſtent, -unorigina ated; 
underiyed, independent, is not by any one 
denied; and, as it is not, we have 8 
more to do than to take this fingle po 
into conſideration, vis. Whether the Won 
or Son that is laſt mentioned, and is fide to 
be God, and to be with the afore· mention- 
ed God, - is to be underſtood to be God in 
the fame ſenſe as the God is with whom he 
is ſaid to be; it is generally held. that he 
is; but I, on the contrary, ſay, that he is 
not; and to prove what I ſay to be true 
will be a very eaſy taſk; for if thoſe pro- 
perties which we have before aſcribed to | 
the God with whom the Word or Son was, 
and which no one denies are due to him, 
can be juſtly and truly aſcribed to the Word 
or Son, who the Apoſtle alſo ſays is God; 
then moſt certainly it is meant that the 7. 
are both in the ſame ſenſe God; but if 
otherwiſe, as certainly not, the properties 
aſcribed to the God with whom the Word 
or Son was are theſe, that he has his Be- 
ing from none, that he is by neceſſity of 
nature wholely, of, in, and from himſelf, 
ſelf-exiſtent, unoriginated, underived, in- 
dependent; but now will any one fay, that 
any one of theſe properties can be juſtly 
aſcribed to the Word or Son, if no one can 
ſay this, as to be ſure juſtly no one can, it, 
g vient all doubt, neceſſarily and ansvaide 
ably 
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ibly foie, that the Apoſtle in filing the 


Word, or Son, God, did not mean to ſay that Þ 
he was ſo in the fame ſenſe, ' as he, with \ 
whom the Word or Son was, but in the 
| ſenſe of generation only. There is alſo a | | 
farther conſequence to be drawn from theſe 
| premiſes, biz. That ſince it is proved that 
they are not God in the fame ſenſe, that 
wy therefore ſurely muſt alſo be diſtinct 
an ſeparate Beings ; ſo diſtin& and ſeparate 
as for one to be God Supreme, the other 
to be God in a ſubordinate ſenſe, or in 
way of generation only ; but this may yet 
ſtill, from the words of the text, be farther 
3 as thus, the Word or Son is ſaid to 
e with God, but ſurely, if with him, he 
muſt be another, and not the ſame, for 
otherwiſe, to ſay, would be direct contra- 
diction and nonſenſe. I have yet one thing 
more to obſerve from the text, and it is ſo 
ſignificant, that, if heedfully attended to, 
will of itſelf be ſufficient to ſatisfy any 
truly wiſe and good man, that the two 
Beings mentioned in the text, and ſtiled 
| God, cannot in the ſame ſenſe be ſo; and 
it is in the manner of expreſſion, I fay, in 
the manner of expreſſion, for in that there 
| certainly may be. ſeen a note of eminency 
in a high degree in the one above the other; 
the Word or Son, it is ſaid, was with God, 
there ſurely is in- this expreſſion a very 
en, ak CS: ſtrong 
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much as to fay 9 33 
and eee the One * and true Cod, 
and with the God who only is by neceiity 
of nature. Such, Oy A with this God, the 
Word or Son, who, as dard nerated from 
bim, is alſo God, was, ad t 
bis being with him, as may be collected 
from Feig text, / was this, That Recap a 
ODcdd being then abont creating 
be took * Word or Sdn uh f him in order 
to make him his Belle) for the work; for 


occaſion of 


the Apoſtle par in this very place, 


tells us, * = world was made by him, 


and again, more particularly that all- things 
were made by him, and that without him 


Was not deny thing made that Was made. 


Inays done with my expoſition of chis 


text, and whether it is juſtly and truly done 
or not, is very cheerfully and willingly ſub- 


mitted to the judgment of all truly wiſe 


learned and good men; for my own part, I 
muſt on, I have the better opinion of it, 
becau ſe reaſon, as we have before ſhewn, 
in a high degree, correſponds with it; if it 
is juftly done, I do not ſee that there is any 
neceſſity to proceed any farther in this 
Work; for the principal things in all this 
? controverſy are eee 1 by it ; God the 
Father is by it dau proved to be only 


apres z 


r 
7 
8 


* 


ration to be God, and that they are diſtindt 
being One only is alſp fully proved; but leaſk = 


and that, as near as I can, ſhall be 


NS ROSE AAS DNS we A 


I have this to ſay, that in reſpect 


i twixt them, as for them to make only one 
WAP God. Ts ſubſtance of all this 


g 13 
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gupreme; the Son is proved in way of gene 


and ſeparate- in oppoſition to their 


this may not be theught te be ſuflicient; 1 


* the ſame manner go on as if nothing ö 


hitherto had been faid, and in particular, 
prove every thing that I ſhall touch upon; 


every 
individual thiog that 3 in wrde It _ | 
mg +>? * 


Tux pace thing 2 . * 2 
againſt what has been hitherto ſaid, I ex- 


pect will be in the notion that I have ad- 


vanced of there being two Gods: — 
Son's being God; I ſay no more than what 
every one ſays, For all hold he is God as 


well as I, all the difference lies only in the 


b manner of conceiving it; on the other fide, 


it is ſaid, that he is not only God, but even 


God Supreme, and in every reſpect equal to 
God the Father; nay, — that there is 
ſuch a union betwixt them, as for them to 


make one Being of God enly; and I on 
the contrary hold, that he is God, but nei- 
ther Supreme, nor equal to his Father, 
nor neither that there is ſuch a union be- 


1 Co — | 


PANTY 
10 1. bl Ae 
1 lying in We us 4 z0Ints,” 1 
| ſhall therefore particularly 2 Liſa; 'Þ 
and,” if '] can; to the ſatisfaction of all 'wiſe 
and good men, prove that both the above 
mentioned tenets are erroneous: 1 hope then 
what 1 have advanced "oy wo VO for 
try: 1 e ee | 
= ITH the firſt of theſs," ' VIS. FO prove 1 
tar the Son is not God ſupreme nor equal 
to his Father, I begin, and that will bring 
me to the deſcription I promiſed to give of 
1 the Son, That then the Son is not God  ſu- 
eme, &e. even my text in tiling him a 
Mediator ſtrongly proves, for the character 
or office of a Mediator is by no means com- 
patible to the character of the moſt high 
God; but, on the contrary, is infinitely un- 
worthy of him, to apply this character to 
God the Father would ſurely be little leſs 
than blaſphemy ; and yet if the Son, as is 
contended for, is God ſupreme, and equal to 
his Father, how, for God's ſake, can it pro- 
perly or innocently be given any more to 
him than to God the Father. The Father 
I have before obſerved, has his Being from 
none, but is by neceflity of nature wholely 
of, in, and from, himſelf, and ſelf-exiſtent; 
-but this of the Son, as is alſo before obſerved, 
is by none- affirmed, nay, all own that he 
| Fe * * in way” of generation. from 
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W dently to this, our Lord fays, has life in 
8 himſclf, but the Son has it only as it was 
given him by the Father. The Son; of 

| Fidel; ſays, has all power both in heaven 
and earth; and again, he ſays; that even all 

that the Father has are his, but ſtill all was 

given him of the Father, for inherently, of, 
he never had any thing at all, no, nor could 
do nothing at all. The Son at the laſt great 
day will judge all mankind, but it is by vir- 
tue of a commiſſion from his Father, and fo 
| he himſelf in theſe words fays,** The Father, 
| fays he, judgeth no man, but hath commit- 
ed all judgment to the 8on, to the Son all 
the communicable attributes of God are 
aſcribed, but though ſo, no one yet can fay, = 4 
that he was poſſeſſed of any one of them 
any other ways than by derivation from God | 
his Father. The Son in many places of 
ſcripture is ſtiled God, and ſo by generation 
| he ſurely is, but becauſe he is not from him- 
ſelf, and ſelf-exiſtent, &c. but has a cauſe of 
his Being, Supreme to be ſure he cannot be. 
I could go on and name many other things 
to ſhew that the Son is not God ſupreme;nor 
equal to his Father; but what I have nam- 
ed, one would think, ſhould be ſufficient 
to convince and fatisfy any man living, for 
any one, after all that has been ſaid, not to 
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be ſatiaiod, muſt ſay 10 lefa:t | this, thad 
he Son, ought ieee he: har nos ons 
individual thing „ 
Nis very Being, aud even every thi elſe tha 
ever he was Puſſeſſed of, from his Faiber, is 
yet w great as his: Father, 'wha not only 
gave him every thing, but that, who 'bes 
; has: inherently and by nrceſſity of nas 
tare every. thieg ine hicaGi5; if this can poi. 
y ba, then it may be awned that the don 
in God ſapreme, and equal toi bis Father, but 
if: not, then, e 1 e 8 f 
to ſay upon is ſubdect, before 
ceed any further. I moſt dafire my del 
to ſtop a little, and with me admire the 
amazing, wonderful, and aftonifhing preat- 
neſs of the Sore ut Mediator x for, To nc 
ing to-thatſbort and very 5 4 gan; 
tion that has been made of him we 
that, by the donatiom of God his Father, he 
has all power bothi in hea ven and earth, na 
and that even all the Father Bath are his 
that at the laſt great day he will judge all 


mankind, that by derivation and communi- 
cation from God his Father, he ig poſſeſſed 
of all the attributes of God, and even to 
bear the very title of God, nay, and in way 
of generation actually ſa tobe; all this fares 
beyond all 


iy — him. ſc great, as i 
words to e „and all thoughts to con- 
. but Kill,” after all, chat ey” from 

whom 
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and not before, that he told his difclp 
all power in heaven and earth was given un- 


8 ſhall have delivered up the kingdom, 
1 = world, to God even the Father: this 
KI 
to be received from the Father, and by the 
Father to be given to him, particularly in 
conſideration of the ſufferings he underwent 
by bis taking human nature upon 
W thereby becoming 
W when he ſhall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power, for he muſt. reign till 
he hath put all his enemies under his feet, 


2 
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| S ——— 400 chat —— 
c, one would think, 
| by any one to be denzed. All this gre 


ſhould” be impoſſible 


eee added to him; and 
to be over and above what he had. before his 
incarnation, for it was after his teſurrection, 

tes, that 


to him: and the Apoſtle St Paul; in the fifu 
bench chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the . Col 


rinthjans, treating of the reſurrection, to this 

urpoſe alludes, Then, ſays he, vis. after 
the reſuttection, cometh the end, when he 
that is, 


ingdom here mentioned ſeems by the Son 


him, and 
our Mediator, he goes on, 


and the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is 
death, for he hath put all things under his 
feet; but when he faith all things are put 


i under him, it is manifeſt that he, vig. the 
Father, is excepted, becauſe he was the prin- 


8 cipal, the Son, the inſtrument only, which 
Haw 225 all things under him, and when, as 
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he 
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has all power both in heaven and earth 


to be God Supreme, be ever ſubject, ſurely, 


he goes on, all things ſhall by him; vis. the 
Son alſo himſelf be ſubject unto him,; that | 


put all things under him, that God, vix. 
the Father, may be all in all; from all which 


neſs or happineſs can poſſibly be; but beſides 


deliver it up, or diveſt himſelf of any thing, 


the Son, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be 


* 1 1 * 
i 
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Father, be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the 


it ſeems very plain, as was before obſerved, 
that the Son by becoming incarnate, has an 
more than he bad before his incarnation, he 


given unto him, and a kingdom, even all 


of his becoming incarnate; from whence I 
infer, that he ſurely therefore cannot be God 
Supreme, for, as ſuch, no addition of great- 


this, if he was God Supreme, how can he 
be ſaid either to receive a kingdom from 
God the Father, or deliver it up again, can 
God Supreme receive any thing, or again 


authority, and power, was, not, by the 
way, principally. by himſelf, but by God 
the Father brought under and ſubdued to 


ſubje& to God the Father, that he may be 
all in all? What, ſhall the Son, who is ſaid 


if he. was really God Supreme, that would 
be utterly impoſſible, ſay all this that here 


oy 
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J AISLES 
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1 
j not ſatisfy, F have yet one authority more 
aw offer: in proof that the Father is greater 

ä | than 


uf 1 - bs R I NI TV. 19 


[7 kale of the Son; of God the Father, and 
ſee, if L may be eee to eee it *. 
how it Will . Wc TH bee, £356 Hh 

in 1 6 +3 (+404. 

Ar TER all aur iis hy! aid to prove 
| that the Son is not God Supreme, nor equal 
to his Father, I have yet to offer two or 
three proofs more, and after that I ſhall 
have done; the firſt i is, St Paul, who in the 
| fourth chapter of the E phefians, ver. 5, 6. 
in theſe plain words ſays, that there is one 


Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God 
and Father of ali, who is above all, and 
f | © through all, and in you all,” that the 


| Lord here mentioned is the Son, will to be 


ſure by none be denied, and if it will not, 


then no doubt the one God and Father of 
all, is, becauſe the Apoſtle expreſsly ſays ſo, 


5 above him; or, which is all one, is greater 


than him, and he conſequently not equal to 
his Father ; this I fay. is moſt certainly ſo, 
| and not barely ſo neither, but even empha- 5 
tically ſo, in ſuch a manner ſo, as if the 
Apoſtle had levelled the words particularly 
ſo as to take in our Lord only, the one God 
and Father of all is above all, but more eſpe- 
| cially the one Lord; this J ſay, he ſeems to 
mean, becauſe no other perſon in the verſe. 
is mentioned but him only. If all this will 


than de 5b, dadiie b Lack Sl ghee: alk 
the authorities that can be named, for it is 

no leſs than our Lord nirnfeie poſitive- 

ly in expreſs rye tells us, * wok Father 
is greater than him; and again, That _ 

is he that ſends, than * that 1 is feats,” 


Tuo I think has. is hickory fad foes 
in the higheſt degree prove that our Lord is 
not God Supreme, nor equal to his Father, 
yet I ſhall give one proof more, and it is 
ſuch a one, that tho 1 do not think equal 

to vat is already faid, yet to me is ſuch, 
that tho there was no other, it would, 1 ; 
muſt-confeſs, ſtagger me very much, it is 
concerning the duty of prayer, than Which 
— I kriow of none whereby we ſo much 
ecognize God, nor none therefore that is ſa: 
— 4 and frequently in the holy. ſcrip- 
tures inculcated and preſſed upon us to per- 
form to almighty- God, I fay to perform to 
almighty God, and would no doubt, if the 
So was 804 Supreme and equal to bim, be 
as often required from us to be performed 
to him. But yet this is ſo far from being 
enjoined. us, that there is not one text in the. 
whole Bible that requires any ſuch thing. 
from us, but wiker the very cntmeg;. T7 


dv zach, as 1 think, fully and. largely 
proved that the San is not God Supreme, — 
equa F 
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5 lace to prove 
Father, as for them both to make one 


1 1 come ite Ln 
that he is not ſo united to his 
Being 
or God only; but this, if what is heedfolly | 
obſerved, I hinz in alread ptoved; for, at 
the beginning of this courſe i is 
that the two Perfons mentioned in the tent 
cannot be one and the ſame Being, becauſe 

it could not by any one be a that they 


are convertible, fo as for the one God to - 


termed a Mediator, or conſequently for the 
Mediator to by God Supreme, becauſe they 
are hy the conjunction, and, contradiſtin- 
— and as this cannot be affirmed, it 
muſt no doubt follow, that they are diſtinct 


and ſeparate Beings; and: beſides it is there | 


alſo ſhewn, that by comparing their cha- 
racters together, there would be found in 
that reſpect fo great a difference betwiæt 
them, as to be impoſſible for them to be one 

and the ſame Ho, and this, tho there 
only ſaid, is aſterwards, I am confident, 
abundantly proved the ſame thing, 9:2. that 
they are diſtin& and ſeparate Beings, is, I 
think, very fully alſo proved in my expoſi- 
tion of the: firſt verſe. of St Fobn's goſpel; 


but becauſe great ſtreſs is laid upon this, I 


will, tho very briefly ſomething farther con- 
ſider it, and this I {hall do-by — that 
it implies a downright contradiction, and if 
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Ak che ſame time be two; or, on the contr 8 S I 
Why that two, whilſt ſo, cat be one only " 
if, 1 lay, affirming this is not abſolutely : 


Impoſſible, and withal contradiction and 


nonſenſe, nothing ſurely can be ſo; if the 


ſcriptures neck dan ding in plain terms 


had told us ſo, I have that veneration for 


them, that I would, tho' ſo very contrary” 


to my reaſon, yet believe it, but believe it 
upon human authority, I am fure I never 


will; if it be faid that it is to be found in 


the ſeri ptures, I utterly deny it, and before 
J have done with this diſcourſe, I will un- 


dertake to prove it too. But Rill after ls. 


if this was poſſible to be true, viz. that 

there was ſuch a union of the Father and 
the Son as is contended for; this, which 
ſurely is horrible and ſhocking to ſay, would 
unavoidably follow, viz. that God would 
not be a ſimple, which above all things he 
ſurely is, but really a compounded, Being, 
for ſo two in conjunction no doubt 1 is and 
cannot be re | : 


* 


Ax p now hiving finiſhed what I * 
took to do, and proved that the Son is not 
God Supreme, nor equal to his Father; 
nor that there is ſuch a union betwixt them 
as to make them one Being or God only; 
it muſt, no doubt, undeniably follow that 


God , the Father alone is abſolutely and 
above 


off the” TRINITY. | 23 
bone all Supreme; and that the 8on, tho 
God, is no otherwiſe ſo than in a ſubor- 


dinate ſenſe, and in way. of grcleration | 


| 7 


WH 
324 with 5 3 4 FT A be Af EY 


IN oppo tis to —.— s! n kithiwea 


. I expect it will be ſaid that there are 
many texts of Scripture that ſtrongly prove 
in favour of the Supreme Divinity of the 


Son, and unleſs ſatisfaction can be given 
with reſpect to them, all that has been ſaid 


will not be enough; this, ſuppoſing there 


are any ſuch, is; I confeſs, very reaſonable 


to be taken anodes; contiteratien; but, for 
my part, I muſt confeſs, I do not know of 
one ſuch in the whole Bible; - ſome there 


are I know, that to this purpoſe are pre- 


tended; but being fairly examined, I dare 
ſay, will every one of them make much: 
ſtronger againſt than any ways for what they 
are brought, it will be an endleſs work to 


take under conſideration all the texts that 
may to this purpoſe be brought: I hope 


therefore, if I produce a few of the moſt 
conſiderable, and ſuch as are chiefly inſiſted 


upon, and fully and fairly . them, 
that that will be allowed to be ſufficient: ; ; 


in the doing of this I ſhall-not need to men- 


tion any of thoſe texts wherein the Son is 
ſtiled God, becauſe, though I grant that 


Whore: are many fuch, yet withal, I inſiſt 
upon 
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where TDI OgR, * 
now; though our Lord has in the 


7 chapter of this Goſpel, very Fo 1 
to 


— :, 
6 
” 


mean by theſe be no more, than 
they are one in inclination, affe@tion, = 
diſpoſition ; yet, on the other ſide, it is uni- 


<A ww — EI — IN "IR — 
— » ihe 2 
—— —— — —W—2 oo WE ES K — * 


2 f 


0 F this ane kind of texts, "hs firſt 1 
ſhall take under conſideration is taken out 


of the tenth chapter of St John's Goſpel, 
and my Father are 


% One; 


ticularly and largely explained himſe 


verſally held, that a perſonal union is meant; 
but if that ſhould be allowed to be the mean- 
i of the words, it will follow, that not 


only our Lord himſelf is perſonally: united 


to: God his Father, hut that too all his Diſ- 
ciples, nay, and even all the followers alſo 
of his Diſciples, are perſonally united to him; 


for our Lord at the eleventh verſe of this 


ſeventeenth chapter, thus prays, Holy Fa- 
ther, ſays he, keep through thine own name 


thoſe, vi. his Diſciples, whom thou haſt 


given me, that they may be one as we are; 
and again, at the twentieth verſe, he thus 
prays, Neither, ſays he, pray I for theſe 
alone, but for all them alſo which ſhall be- 
Heve on me through their word, that they 


all mY be one as thou Father art in me, 


and 


in che Soprems' ſeals be "bur us he by 


* 


Fd 
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e r 
. certain, that theſe words of our: 'Lord, "vis, 8 
I and my Father are one, are not tobe | 


1 a 


taken in the ſenſe of a perſonal union, or 
if they are, it muſt extend ſo far as to take 
in all his diſciples; nay, and even all the 
followers of his diſciples alſo, which tod be 
ſure no one will ſay, and yet if not, then 
ſurely neither can it be ſaid, that our Lord 


in x I and my Father are one, meant, 
in ſo ſaying, a perſonal union; all this, 1 
think, is very: cler and certain; but if the 
ſenſe contended for is in the way of reaſon 


conſidered, it ſurely will be very ſtrange in- 
deed; for certainly it cannot imply, any 
thing leſs than a downright contradiction; 


for S8 they are one only, they ſurely 


cannot vaſlibly be two, neither if two, can 
they poſſibly be but one, this, if any thing 


can be contradiction and nonſenſe, is moſt 
Ka ſo. 


0 kin to the fareolag' is that text in 


the firſt epiſtle of St John, chap. five,. 
There are three that bear record in heaven, 


„the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
e Ghoſt, and theſe three are one; one in 


conſent, harmony, and concord, no doubt, but 


otherwiſe molt certainly three but that 


this is a ſpurious interpolated text, has, 
many learned men, been fo e 14 
E 


fully 
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| fully proved, that 1 dare. fh very fem or 
none of the truly learned Will infiſt vpen ; 


— 4 1 72 Ds ” 
* 0 


. * 


it; I myſelf have read many g 


proving it to be { ;, three of which I. of * 
remember: but thoſe, though no other 


could, be gen, dle, 1 think, ſufficient in 

a good meaſure to ſatisfy any unprejudiced 
— 2 whatſoever ; it was not, my 
fays, till of late years inſerted in the body 


of our Bibles, but in the margin only, and 
that in different charac 
reaſon is, that it is not to be met with in 
any manuſcript; the third reaſon is, that in 
all the Arian bee it was never by 


ers too; a ſecond 


the contrary fide brought in proof; a cer- 
tain ſign ſurely, that it was not then in 
their Bibles, for if it had, ſo material a text 
would not to be ſure have eſcaped. ther; 


but, on the contrary, would have been 


ſtrongly and loudly infiſted upon. 


THE next text has I ſhall WK under 


_ conſideration. is in thefe words, taken out 
of the ſecond chapter of the Philippians, 


they are thus, in the foregoing verſe, uſher- 
ed in, © Let this. mind be in you which 
was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; Who, as it fol- 
lows, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God; 12 [this 
text is thought by many to be an unan- 


ſwerable a of the e of the Son 
with 
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fe TRINTT V if 


with" his Father; but yet before I have 


done with it, I doubt be taking the con-. 
text into the account, to make it appear, 
that the very reverſe is meant ; 5 the text it 
ſelf is in the fixth verſe, but to come at 
the true ſenſe of the words, it will be ne- 
ceſſary with them to ſet down the five 
following verſes, which with the text itſelf 


are thus, Who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 


God: but made himſelf of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant, 


and was made in the likeneſs of men: and 


being found in faſhion as a man, he hum- 
bled himſelf, and became obedient to death, 
even the death of the Croſs. 'Whereforg 
God alſo hath. highly exalted him, and 
given him a name Which is above every 
name: that at the name of Jeſus every kneg 


| ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things 


in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus 


Chriſt i is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther;“ in theſe words the Son, without all 
doubt, is repreſented as very great indeed 


ſo great, as in the firſt part of this ſcrip- 
ture to be in the form of God, and 


think it no robbery to be equal with God; 
the two following verſes ſets forth to us bis 


profound humility, which was fo great, rie 


though he was in the form of God, 
. hong 
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1 thon ght it not 1 to Ss. equal. with. 1 


God, yet he made himſelf of no reputa=.. 


tion, but took upon him the form of a {cr- a 5 
vant, and to be made in the Iikeneſs os. 


men, and being found in faſhion as.2 man, 
he humbled bimſelf, and became obedient 
to death, even the death of the croſs; the 

only thing to be conſidered, is what ſenſe 
is to be put upon theſe words. VIZ. © Who 


being in the form of God, thought it not 


robbery to be equal with God:“ the words, 
I confeſs, in my opinion, ſound as if they 
had a literal meaning, but though ſo, no- 
thing yet is more certain than that they can- 
not, by what follows, be ſo underſtood; for 
at the ninth and tenth verſes it is thus faid, 

* Wherefore, i.e. in conſideration of his great 


humility, God alſo hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every 


name, that at the name of jeſus every knee 
ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things 


in earth, and things under the earth; ' now. 


if the words were to be taken literally, theſe 
things now mentioned could never in any 
manner of 8 be ſaid of him; for 
how could God, of his equal, ſay, he had 


highly exalted him; or how could he that 


was equal to God be exalted higher than 
he was before; or how could God give him 


that was his equal, a name which is above 
every name; ſurely that, as an equal, he 


had 


wow 


1 TRIN ITV 29 


had before; in truth, if God n 
equal only, he could not properly be ſaid 
to give him a high name, or any to: 
elſe, for every thing would be in himſe 
A and i in his own power; it follows, that at 
the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, 
of things in heaven, and thing in earth, 5 
and things under the earth; this alſo. 1 is 
wholely conferred. upon bim by God; in 

thort, there is not a word in all this paſſage ; 

of ſcripture but proves inſtead of his equa- 

lity in the higheſt degree, his Inequality 

with God; let all things be we py and 

duly. conſidered, and no one will, or can, 

with any colour of reaſon, fay, that the 

Son, who, by the Apoſtle, is id to be in 

the form of God, and thought it not rob- 
bery to be . with God; 1 fay, that the 
Apoſtle, by theſe words, could poſſibly mean 

that in a literal ſenſe he was io ; what the 

true meaning of the words is, is not eaſy 

to ſay; the beſt ſenſe I can think of is, that 

the Apoſtle in faying them alludes to his 

Sonſhip, that as 120 may in ſome ſenſe 

de ſaid to be 5 to his father; ſo our 

Lord, as a Son, may, though otherwiſe in- 

finitely unequal, be yet properly ſaid to 

be even equal to his Father; but whether 

a true or proper ſenſe can be found out or 

not, is not very material; it is enough for 

us to know, that whatever it is, it 

or 
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that neither is not ultimately to be aſcribed 


they honour the Father. 


er bertain in che * Ense! 1. 
the ale conch þ [TY that every tony 


A prob of 
tongue ſhould confefs that Jeſus Chriſt is 
Lord, this, v7z. that he is Lord, is all the. 
le o 
him; that he before faid was in the form of 
God, and thought it not robbery to be e. 
wal "with: God; but ſurxly, if in a Kteral 
Keule he had really meant, that he was fo, 


his inference would have been, that every 


tongue ſhould confeſs that he was God Su- 
pteme; but it is moſt certain, that no more 
18 inferred than that he is Lord; and even 


to his ee to = glory of God the 


= 5 


27 E laſt . text be 1 dal wt es 


conſideration is taken out of the fifth chap- 


tet of St Johns Falke pel, verſe 23, where our 
F 


Lord of Amte n theſe words fays, 
* all men ſhould honour: the Son, even as 
| He that ho- 
* noureth not the Son, honoureth not the 
„ Father which bath ſent him.“ "Theſe 
words for the ſupremacy and equality of the 


Son with the Father, ate for that purpoſe 


1 | very 


meant TTY ; 


FI 


[. ge how: line reafon I debe not Patent 
| Land, 92 ſhould — ab — 5 e 
e they honour. the Father. He that ho- 
4177 -noureth-not the Son, honoureth not the 
„Father which hath ſent him.“ The 
main ftreſs, by thoſe that bring this text, 
is chiefly laid upon the former part of the 
verſe, but as I ſhall, 2 I come ta r 
_fider them; ſhew it more. principally,” and 
eſpecially-ought to be laid upon the latter, 
thoſe that contend for the former ſenſe thus 
expound them, That all men ſhould ho- 
nour the Son, even, f. e. in as high and 
an unlimited a degree, as they honour the 
Father; and this they ſhould do;: be- 
cauſe that he is in all redfi as equal to his 
Father; but to make good 3 they muſt 
thus ſay, is the Father the One only and 
true God, ſo is the Son; is the Father from 
none, ſelf. exiſtent, unoriginated, underived, 
2 pendent, ſo is the Son; is the Father 
Supreme, fo is the Son; is the Father Al- 
mighty, fo i the Son ; is prayer to be made 
to the "Faction, fo alſo it is to be to the Sort; 
all this upon fuppoſition;: that the Son is 
equal, or even as his Father they muſt ſay; 
but that the words were not by our Lord 
| Ke or ever by him meant to be ſu un- 
0 __ now beyond all contra- 
diction 


Felten. N * 
mentioned. — are Gd of the Father can 


with truth be ſaid of the Son; the Soh. 1 
Have. prom if. any thing can be Nen is 
God, that he is God by tener tion wohly, | 
and conſequently the One only and true God 
3 is not; to ſay of the Son that he is from 
none, or that he is ſelf-exiſtent, Gc. is ſo 
far from being true, that all the very con 
trary hold to be true, for all allow that he 
was of the Father begotten; to ſay the Son 
is Supreme, is alſo undeniably proved. not to 
be true; to ſay of the Son that he is Al- 
mighty is not true, for the ſcripture no 
. where. fays he is ſo, therefore ſurely we 
ought not; to ſay prayer ought to be made 
to the Son, 1 is not true, for there is not a 
ſingle text in the whole Bible that ſays we 
_— do ſo, but rather the very. contrary; 
f to all this we conſider what is faid of the 
n in the verſe preceding the text, we ſhall 
fin that the ſenſe .contended- for cannot be 
true; for there it is thus ſaid, The Fa- 
ther judgeth no man, but bath committed 
* all judgment to the Son 3” but now if the 
Son was really and truly in the ſenſe con- 
tended for, even as his Father, he would in 
himſelf have this Privilege, and have no de- 


caſion of having it committed to him by his 
TOY 
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ſpeech theFacher oils neither be faid, the 
Son being bis equal, either to commit this 
jadgment to him, or the Son to receive it 
from him; as therefore this Was done by the 
Father, it muſt neceſſarily follow'that he id 
ſuperior, and the Son inferiot ; in the latter 
part of the verſe it is id, That he that 
W © honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
= © the Father which hath ſent him; but 
: how in reaſon can it be conſiſtent; that he 
” o_— in any meſſage or employment is ſent, 
can poſtibly'be thought to be equal to him 
0 — um; our Lord, I am ſute, is not 
of that opinion, for he, on the contrary, in 
plain terms tells us, That greater is he 
. char ende e ; 
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1 6 A1 upon this part ot the: text 
a no more, and I hope what is ſaid, wil 
W to the judicious part of mankind, be abun 
dantly ſufficient to ſhew, that the unlimited 
ſenſe of the words is by no means the true; 
it remains that I ſhew what is the true ſenſe 
of them, which I ſhall do, by confidering, 
not a part of the verſe only, but the whole, 
and that I take to be this, and 1 dare fay 
W after I have ſet it down, anch is well conſi- 
dered of, I ſhall have few or none to diſ- 
agree with me. The words I take to be prin- 
N in way of admonition directed to the 
1 | Ls 
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Fews, - and among them very probab 
were continually: and upon all occaſions 
thwarting, deriding, contemning, and de- 
grading him; to warn them therefore of 
“ the Son, even as they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth 
not the Father which prog ſent him; 
as much as to fay, ycu ſews and Phariſees 
are guilty of a great ſin in thus diſhonouring 
me as you do, you ought as I am ſent by the 
Father to honour me even as the Father, but 
you are ſo far from doing it, that, on the 


7 
: 


honour me; this I take to be the plain ſenſe 
of the words, and if it is, nothing is more 
certain than that the principal thing our 
Lord in them charges, as a fault, theſe peo- 
ple with, is, as I at the beginning of this 
diſcourſe upon theſe words obſerved, prin- 
cipally and chiefly, not that they did not 
enough honour him, but that they actually 
in a high degree continually difhonoured 
him, and their fin in ſo doing was no doubt 
therein much the greater; they ought indeed 
as he was in the nature of an ambaſſador 
ſent by the Father poſitively to honour him, 
even as the Father himſelf, but inſtead of 
that directly to diſhonour him was ſurely a 
"TR 5 high 


as: 
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| high aggravation of their fin, As to the word 
even, which my opponents would —_— 
fi an abſolute equality betw¾ixt the Fa- 

122 the Son, prog. is certainly no colour 
for; for beſides: the reaſons alteady given 
againſt it, the very words themſelves plainly . 
require. another ſenſe; for the reaſon why _ 
our Lord ſhould be honoured, even as the 
Father, is not becauſe he was in himſelf 
equal to the Father, but becauſe, as an am- 
baſſador, he was ſent by him, and as ſuch 
therefore he ought to be honeured by them, 
even as the Father himſelf; whoſoever there- 
fore did not do it, no doubt in the ſtricteſt 
him. —— 1 8 the- F ather that e 


Tx HESE are all the texts See I think 
proper or needful to take under con ſidera- 
tion, whether they are juſtly and fairly ex- 
pounded or not, muſt — left to the reader; 
but if they are, I know not what more can 
be done either to explode the doctrine I op- 
poſe, or to eſtabliſh my own, for I think 
their chief ſtrength lies in theſe. If I could 
have thought of any that are more.relied on. 
than theſe, I Huey not have declined them, | 
for by the advantage of ſo good a cauſe, I 

would not doubt of being able to have given 

a Wy latisfation 1 in i them, COOL 
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boy 511,00 2&cotth e 327% PITTS |. 
4] Ix xo w:not has ꝓvith reference to hy 
Son, to ſæy more nnen mere 
third Perſon in that is by inen called 
one of the Trinity, but by C Zod never. ſo, 
am not by my text warranted to take u 
conſideration; but yet - rather than my dis 
courſe. ſhall be defective, I will, though 
ſtrictneſs 1 b 3 rule and method, 
lay — of him, though as briefly yet 
as ever I can. He is by mien called God the 
Holy Ghoſt, but by himſelf in the holy 
Des not; neither is there to be found 
any confiderable acts properly majeſterial 
done by him, but chiefly miniſterial; he id 
ſaid to proceed from God the Father, but in 
What manner is not revealed, and as it is 
not, wè cannot know; he is in very many 
Places ſaid to be ſent by God the Father, and 
in ſome few even by the Son alſo; but 
though by the Son he is {aid to be ſent, he 
is no where ſaid to proceed from him, and 
therefore to be ſure he did not, indeed: to 
ſay that he did is little leſs, if any thing at 
all, than a contradiction; . the Son, 
as has been thewn, in - himfelf, 
never had any thing at all, but derived even 
his very Being, and every thing elſe that ever 
he was poſſeſſed of, from God the Father; 
how then the Holy. Ghoſt can poſſibly be 
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Aby thing of his-own, is ſurely. not do be 
conceived. The ſcriptures do not ſay much 
of this Perſan, we. are told 3 in t 
ſelf a holy Spirit, ar and tha 
that all that ſanctiſication and 
s to be found in any of — — 
that W henſoever we reſiſt, his good: ſuggeſti- 
ons and motions, -we grieve him an quench * 
the Spirit; we are commanded to be baptized | 
in his name; which ſhews him to be _ 
great, and uty in the hiera 
of heaven the think; — — 
there is ſurely no colour for, there being, as 
waz-noted) — not one ſingle text in all 
the Bible to diſtinguiſh him as ſuch; and: as 
| is not, how he can be acknowledged 
ſuch, is ſurely very ſtrange and unaccount» 
able. There is indeed one paſſage in ſcri 

alledged for his being ſo ſtiled, but with 

how little reaſon it is ſaid, a fair examinas / 

tion will make appear, the'paſlage is in the 

fifth chapter of the 4#s, — are theſe . 
words, Ananias, faith the Apoſtle Peter 
5 to him, ' < -why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghoſt, — Why haſt 

te thou conceived this thing in thine heart ? 

ce thou haſt not lied unto inen, but unto 

** God;”: from theſe words only, the Holy 

Ghoſt is acknowledged to be no leſs than 
even God Supreme; a very flender founda- 
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for che! words by. any th : 
. | * een þ nn, ahierei is this. 
UT only text to this purpoſe: in all che Bible, i: 
| ſutely would be very dangerous and unſafe 

| to lay ſo very much upon it; bor ſuppoſing | 
all the art of man cannot at laſt do it, what 
then will-befaid ? for my own part I cannot, 
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10 nor will not ſay what, bat: to think what 
„ be ſaid, I confeſs makes / me tremble; : 
„ as to the words. I have tried all I can to turn 
11 them into a ſyllogiſm, but, for my part, 1 
1 own, I cannot do it, and I think it is not 
3 fairly and rly to be done by any one; 
41 and; as it is not, I will conſider the words 
44 in the ſenſe as they are generally taken in, 

1 35 and this Iwill do, ſo as to favour the fanks, . 
„ contended for as much as ever J can; aſter- 
wy wards we ſhall ſee what can be made out f 
„ them, Ananias,” fays the Apoſtle, w 


. hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to: the 
Holy Ghoſt——thou haſt not lied unto. 
«© men, but unto God; a lie in the former 
part of the words is aid to be told to the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the latter the ſame lie is 
ſaid to be told to God, therefore it is ſaid the 
Holy Ghoſt is ſtiled God: what, ſtiled God, 

becauſe the ſame lie that is told ito God is 
told to the Holy Ghoſt? where for God's 
ſake is there either connexion or conſequence 
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. let us try how in a like caſe it will Hor 
Suppoſe the Apoſtle had put the words thus, 
Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to 


an Atgel and then afterwards: ay,” as he 
does, thou haſt not lied unto men, but un- 


to God; would any one ſay that the infe-: 
rence would be that the Angel would be 
ſtiled God? no ſurely, but why not, the 


conſequence ſurely would be the very Lon; 
and as good as to ſay fo of the Holy Ghoſt ;: 


as for my own part, I know no difference 
betwixt one and the other, but only this, 


that the one, people are willing to fancy, 


though without: any manner of proof, to be 


God, and the other, not; and bade they 


fancy ſo, they are reſolved to have it ſo; it 


is a matter very much to be lamented, that 
things of ſo high a nature as this is, and 
Where the honour of God and his true Chri- 
ſitian religion are ſo much concerned, are 


not more narrowly examined and looked 
into, as long as our Faith, I ſpeak it with 
real grief of heart, ſtands upon the footing. 
it now does, it cannot ſurely be expected 
that ever n Jeus or other Infidels will 
ever be brought over to our holy religion. 
Having rejected as inconcluſive the ſenſe by 
others given to this paſſage of ſcripture 
which we have been now examining, I will 
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ner do all we can to ſet forth his honour, 
ptaiſe, and glory, we muſt; not yet by any 
means pray unto him, for that I have feve- 

ral times before hinted, we muſt net do, 


becauſe we are no where commanded in 


the Scriptures to do it 3. and . that, though 
there was no other reaſon for our not doing 
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are, and that by! himſelf, ven 
manded to afk the Father: in He name 
this implies as much as even A4 ,eaptiy [ 
for 'furcly, it is as much as to ſiy, that i 
ought only to pray to the Father; bur chat! 
when we do it, Ni always re [ 
ta de it in his: hame. He il every iber 
in khe Scriptures: {aid to be bur Mediator, 
Interceſſor, and Advocate; and as ſuch, sd 
ly, his buſineſs is to recommend both us 
and our prayers c God; and as this is his 
proper office, 'a negative with reſpect of our 
praying to him is ſurely” implied; or yy 


we Aale him the object of our prayers, hes 


immediately ceaſes to be our Mediator q fr 
he, at the Ee time, to act in both 1 
the fixteenth chapter of St John's: Goſpel; 
this matter is by our Lord himſelf. fully 
ſtated and exphaited;; it begins at the 
twentyrtllird verſe, and is ſo near his Paſ- 
ſion, that all that he there ſays cannot have 
reference to his then being on earth, but 
in heaven; In that day, vi. when he 
was with his Father in heaven, Ve ſhall; ſays 
he, alk me nothing, Verily! verily L 
unto you, Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Fa- 
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| came out from God Every wa 
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ther in his name; nay, it ſays that we 
ſhould not aſk of him; for, fays he, Ly | 
that day ye ſhall aſk of me nothing; ;” nay, 
the in effect further ſays, that if there was 


pet pat 1 to them there was not; 
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ll aſk in my name: and I ſay not unto 
„that I Will pray che Father for 8 
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the Father for his diſciples; but with re- 


becauſe, as the) loved-hirm, and believed 

the came 45 from therefore the Fa- 
ther himſelf loved them had it not been 
for this reaſon, no doubt; he would have 
:prayed the Father for them: the inference 


I make from all this, is this, that if our 


Saviour would, if there had been occaſion ' 
for it, even in heaven have prayed the Fa- 
ther for his diſciples, ſurely; for our pray- | 
ing to him there can be no colour or pre- 
tence whatſoever ; the doing t therefore, 
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NUot be ſaid of any other Being whatſoever 

| therefore he only is to be acknowledged. 
for God; but, he, we muſt; acknowledge 

ta be ſo; and that above all infinitely and 

. abſolutely Supreme. The Son is allo God, 
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oh generation only; the Holy Ghoſt is in 0D 
* :lenſe at all God, he is the of 8 
5 fication, and holineſs to us ; and we re to 
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carefully do chat, and then be ill 
e things that are here laid 
down are true or not; let him, 1-ay, a- 
gain : ſearch them; but let no man be ſo 
mad or fooliſh; nay, and even impious, as 
to ſeek for information from any human 
authorities whatſoever; any one ſo doing, 
one would think, would be moſt [certainly 
dut of his ſenſes indeed; for have we not 
God himſelf to go to; and fince we have 
in his holy Oracles him to go to; ſhall we 
leave him and go after men; God forbid: 
but as monſtrous yet as this is, it has for 
2 2 paſt been the humour, and that 
of part of the world too, to go 
| after Fathers a1 School- men to get infor- 
mation of this doctrine; and to this is O] 
ing all that abſurdity and contradiction that 


held among us, vis. That one ſhould be 
three, and three one, &c. A tenet ſurely 
28- Contrary | to Scripture, as reaſon; in thoſe _ 
dacred writings, I am ſure, no ſuch abſur- 
dities and contradictions are to be found, 
they abhor all ſuch; by going after theſe 
men we have forſaken the Oracles of light 
and truth, and have ran into error and 
darkneſs, eonfuſion and nonſenſe; if this, 
in the higheſt degree, is not madnefs and 
and folly, ſurely nothing can be ſo; and 
not * ſo 2 as was ſaid be- 
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ae Writings of men 
to that of God; ſurely it is, and 1 verily 
believe God has been 77 diſpleaſed at it, 
that for our ſo doing, he has, in way of 
judgment permitted ſuch pa pabie errors to 
long to prevail in the world. This humo 
of thus ſlighting the Scriptures, to our r· 


gh careleſſn i 
10m. jo through 
Principle; Jo that, what throu gh one mo- 
God's Bock is bad in ſuch 
contempt among us, as if it was fit to be 
read by none but weak men and children 
to ſuch a degree of profaneneſs and irre- 
ligion are we arrived; as for the latter of 
theſe, who are diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Deiſts; theſe men ſet up for the - wits 
of the age; and, as ſuch, they think this 
Book too low and vulgar for their peruſal ; 
and therefore, unleſs to find out ſomething 
to cavil at, they will have nothing to Gre to 
It; neither, - ava fay, if they .had,. can 
they learn any thing from i it ; for their own 
reaſon will inform them in every thing 4s 
well as. this Book; and to ſay it come: 
from God, they do not believe any ſuch 
thing; theſe men may think dee 
very wiſe, knowing, and learned; but if 
vey. are not. * a 1 ſuperficial on 
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one thing 
are _ very wonderful and ſtrange,” will dif 


ited Tort: 671 menge or men of e 
morals, or both, I am very much miſtaken 
in them indeed; if I ſhould compare them 


to David's fool, who ſaid in his heart there 


is no God, I think; I ſhould not much 
wrong them; than ſuch a fool as David 
more than once takes notice of, ſurely 
there can hardly be a greater; for that 
there is a God any but a downright fool 
cannot ſurely be ignorant of; for let any 
but a fool look into himſelf, or all things 
round about him; let him look into things 
and creatures upon the earth; creatures in 
the ſea ; creatures in the air, or even in the 


beavens; all, and every one 'of theſe in the 


plaineſt and moſt ſenſible manner prove, 
that there is a God and a Providence too; 
for, as they could not of themſelves come 
into Being; ſo neither could they after 
they were in Being, without a Divine Pro- 
vidence ſubſiſt in Being; a wiſe man in any 
in all nature, all in themſelves 


a God; but this ſtupid wretch is ſo 
pelt 1 that he cannot diſcover him, 
even in all: of them put them altogether; 
but ſtill ſays in his heart that there is no 
God. Our Deiſts are but little better than 
theſe; for God has given us a Book, which, 


for worth, beauty, and excellency, is in- 
valuable; things of the higheſt nature and 


H 2 conſe= 


conſequence; to us are coritnints- in its- for 
ES is it we know, that after this life is ended, 
we ſhall in another; either in moſt di eful 
miſery, or in inconceivable happineſs, - ſubs 
ſiſt, and that to all eternity; and, becauſe 
this in ſo high a degree concerns us, God 
in this Book, in the moſt lively manner; 
has made known to us the way and; means 
of avoiding the one, and obtaining the-d« 
ther; and all this in fuch ja ſtile as is in- 
finitely furpaſſing all other books in "0 
Phe: world; ſo that all things conſidet 
no one can fay, but that this — is 
every reſpect worthy of even God for — 
author; and yet, gy cy all, theſe Deiſts are 
ſo far from ſeeing any benefits. accruing to 
them from it, any excellencies or beauties 
im it, that they even deſpiſe it: how ſuch 
men as theſe, with ſo low a taſte as all this, 
can ſet up for men of ſenſe or wit, I 'can+ 
not imagine; for my own: part, I am fo 
far from thinking ſo of them, that I ſee 
: but little difference betwixt them and 

David's fool, who ſaid in his heart there is 

no God; for theſe men, it is plain, have 

not wit or grace enough. to ſee: that the 

Hand of God is in this Book, . 1 

oy elſe. alt dees. 


enn 1 i8 in the 4 a whale Churchy 
and a | Chriſtian Church too it is by the 
Profeſſors 
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| 2 that actually under great 
bodk; if it was not very 


it, for one would think the ſo doing would 
= - imply: no- leſs than a contradiction, becauſe 
it is out of this book the whole Chriſtian 


true Chriſtian religion no. clone is ſo, but 


contrived, that out af. tw 


| gt leaſt oe Half of the other, as held by 
though the rulers and- 


Se pon it led, e 
penalties 
forbids its proſelytes the uſe of this divine 
notorious: indeed 
that it does ſo, no one ſurely: would believe 


religion is known and taught, the whole 


whatever the profeſſors of this Church may 
pretend to, I affirm that moſt part of what 
this Church teaches for doctrine, is ſo far 
from being truly Chriſtian, that it is on 
the inventions of men, and that too Gal 
enty-four articles 


which they hold, twelve of them ate di- 
rectly contrary to the Chriſtian „ and 


this Church, is notoriouſly. falſe and untrue, 
governors: of | this 
Church are molt: ſurely horridliy profane, 
and abominably wicked, and impious, in 
thus with-holding this moſt facred book 


from their members; yet it muſt be owned, 


that they, in ſo doing, are in their genera» 
tion wiſe in it; N this book was in com- 


mon to be read, eyes would in 
time be ſo opened, thee their Chunen voulc 
ons the We errors in it ou be dif- 
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from God, and that in it are contained 
matters of the utmoſt importance to all man- 
kind; and yet, which is very wonderful; 
they are careleſs, negligent, and indifferent, 
in the peruſing of it, notwithſtanding ; but 
is this poſſible, can any one really think that 
this book came from God, and be indifferent 
towards it; there are books of only human 
ure that have been received with 
great applauſe, and have pa rg been 
very much read; but is it poſſible for any 
and not put an infinitely higher upon God's 
book: what, for God's ſake, is any man; 
or even all mankind, put them altogether; 
to God; or what book conſequently, though 
the wit of all mankind was put together in 
compoſing it, can bear any proportion in 
value to God's book, ſurely none at all; if 
an Angel was to give us a book of his con. 
poſing, and we were ſure it was writ by 
him, we ſhould ſurely prize it very highly; 
for no doubt it would be very excellent; but 
. though 
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| hf, what yet again is an Angel, or 
3 even 2 the An gels of heaven, i n en) 
| den altogether, write in 00 

| _ what God has done; 3 all chat 7 
could do, 
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yet God is the real and true; author of it; 


= = TR I N. 4 „ 


as 


5. or. What 


l could- all theſe, put. 


id, in compariſon, be of no 


value; for all the Angels of. heaven 1 in com- 


1 pariſon of God are leſs than what to them 


e, as denied, I 


a worm is ; if all this is tri 


am ſure, it cannot be by any man upon 
earth; how fooliſh, as well as horridly pro- 
fane and i impious are all ſuch as neglect this 


book of God; but if this is ſo with reſpe& 


of thoſe. that neglect it only, what is to be 
ſaid of thoſe. that deride, contemn, and de- 


ſpiſe it; ſurely their ſin and folly in _ 
os muſt be furpafliogly, great indeed. 


1 HAVE. often. confidered-with. — 


what can be the true cauſe how it comes 
about that this book is ſo little eſteemed in 


the world; I am ſure, only in itſelf confi- 
dered, it is incomparably valuable and ex- 
cellent, and in a high degree worthy of God 
for its author; but, notwithſtanding this, 
we ſee that by a great part of mankind it 


is but little eſteemed ;. the Principal reaſyn 


why it is ſo, I am of opinion is, becauſe 
people in common do not thorou ghly! be- 
lieve, as excellent, in itſelf, as it is, that 


for 
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Y and: circumſtances of i this — . 
now ſee; this book enjoins the Jews: to eb. 


which are now in Being, 


1 digs ner vg — — Agee 
trutl of theſe Writit b- and that they ca 


. —— — 


ferve many faſts and feſtivals; and withal 


appoints Hints the parti 
be kept on, and theſe days, by thoſe Jews 
5 are in all parts of 
= the:world; whereſoever they are diſperſed; 
3 ſtrictly obſerved ; it is aid in this book, that 


for the ſins of this people, they 
= diſperſed all the world over, and ſo we ſee 
= they/are ;- but notwithſtanding they are ſo 
_ diſperſed; it is moſt certain, that ever. fince 
heir return from their Babylonifh captivity, 
which is upwards of 22 50 yeats, they haue 
deen very exact and punctual in three things 
_ they have, though before that captivity they 

were very prone to idol 

been ſtedfaſt to the acknowiedgment of the 


their Sabbath and of their ſcriptures, of their 
Sabbath, whatever e they were: driven 


to, they never failed to obſerve it, and o 


it, and all their holy days, to read ſame part 
of their — —⅛ pro- 
Phets and this im uhate ver part of the world 
en W 2 — = 

by 


artic ilar: days that they ſhould | 


ſhould be 


„yet ever fance 


true God; they have been very tenacious f 


l 


Me mM ant ee, for uk confider- | 
able oro breaking were very near loſt, uʒt 

| he: revived, and ſettled the Canon of-: AC - 
and from bim they had them, and they 
have been tranſmitted from father to ſon. 
with infinite care and exactneſs ever ſince; 
nay, in commor the care of them have been 
ſuch, as to — 6 it morally impoſſible that 
ever they ſhould have been corrup ds in 
whatever parts of the world theſe people 
they have them, and the very 
every where, which is a great pre hat 
they never were corrupted. We have: wats 
from vrhat is falſely called the Se 3 
| but true yet, no . nevertheleſs, l 
that they are, they have this very ſtrong 
proof, that not only that they were approv> _ | 


ed of by our Saviour, which is the greateſt 
of all proofs; but alſo beſides, that they are, 
without any material difference, —— 
very ſame with what the Jews every where 
have, and *his nome _— aeg bott 
to be true. | 290 


| As 6% the New Teſtament, fr cs: = 

ing the writings of the-inf es, we 
have this = that they — — * 
conſiderable contradiction or oppoſition, in 
all ages been acknowledged for the genuine 

and true writings of thoſe men whoſe names 
ad bear, and that oy even enemies as * 


> 2 : 1 » 
483 nay, 


9 — which: in the 5 | 


infancy” of Chriſtianity were very frequent, 
the arguments on both ſides were taken from 
theſe writings, which undeniably proves — | 
the rs ſide admitted them to be true; 
if beſides this, the writings in themſelves, 
both las to matter and manner are impartial- 
ly confidered, it cannot, I am ſure be denied, 
but that they have the utmoſt marks of 
truth in them; as to the manner of their 
being written, it is in a plain unaffected 
ſtile, with: great ſimplicity, and without 
any manner of artavharſocver and as to the 
matter contained in them, it is all every 
way worthy of God himſelf to be author 
of, for ãt is all of the higheſt conſequence to 
all mankind that poſſibly can be, it in every 
thing acquaints us with the mind and will 
of God, and the way and means conſequent- 
ly how we may in the life to come obtain 
evetlaſting happineſs and avoid everlaſting 
miſery. I ſhall not upon this ſubject enlarge 
farther, it being beſide my — to ay 
ſo much, I hope what is ſaid will : 
reaionable: men; as for all thoſe that are a 
tisfied, that thoſe ſcriptures which we have, 


both Old and. New Teſtament, that God is 


indeed the author of them; it cannot ſure 
be doubted, but that they will value them 
as an ineſtimable treaſure, and ſuffer even 
229%] © R — 
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He Li, IN 


$0... in py Lond Do 


mands lay them g their 


Hearts and in their fouls; will bind them 
for a ſign upon their hand, that they n 
be as frontlets between their eyes, and teach 
them their children, ſpealei 2. 
they are ſitting in their — when thanx 
are walking by the way, when they are 
lying down, and when are riſing up, 
and even write them — door poſts 
of their houſes, and upon their gates. All 
this ſurely, and much more, theſe facr d, 
theſe venerable, theſe: fo highly concerning 
writings, as they are to us all, are tru 
worthy of; and he that does all this, wi 
ſurely: find ineſtimable benefit by it, for he 
Will ee himſelf in underſtanding, 
and piety, more than in all the 
baoks of the whole world beſides will or 
can do; they will, as the Apoſtle St Faul 
Lys, make him wiſe to ſalvation. BY 1 
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1 
if 
word in them contr⸗ 
Vvuld be the firſt that ſhould commit 

td che flames; but; on the other hand, lä 

what is here ſaid i no . —ᷓ e contrary but. 
agreeable-to theſe 3 — 
then error, ſurely in the very fundamental 
part of all religion both natural-and-reyoated: 
is among us held, our prayers ate directed; 
to a wrong object, and the One ph — 
ttue God is in a high degree (diſhonoured, 


wronged, and iche de I ay, dup 


poling 1 am not miſtaken, is the oon. 
examination 1 ſhall / be | 


nd i m eben in 'God's/ name let all 


z if upon 


things ſtand as they are, for ny 
ſire, no matter for this work, Ty that 10. 


ligion in this my native country, eſpecially 
may be held in the utmoſt purity. that poſ-- 


bly can. be: I would indeed be glad for 


the fake of the hanour of God, it ſhould be 
ſo held all the world over, tut farther than 


this, my own native ountry. „I have no- 
thing to ſay. I hall onhy add, that. if what. 
is here in theſs p Gi 135 true, it is of 


ſuch a nature as tas De lreſſed, will admit 


of no delay; if it was poſlible to be done 
even to day, it ought not to be deferred till 


to morrow, for hal we, after conviction, 
continue 
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know thee the One pr and true God, and: - 


r 
Joy 
w 
1 
* 
* 
+ 
WT 
1 Y $ 
* 
* 
8 
* 
. 
$$ 4 
— 
w 
* 
— 
* 


— 


r E r wee." r —— 


8 
LE. 
4 
8 
Hl 
814 
2 
I 


— — 


. 

1 Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 11 
3 % 

4 7 E * N ; 225 15 e 4 4 ; 


— 


* 


* 
* 
* 
Ss 
= 
X 
Ks; 


1 Y + /- 
1 — © * * 7 n \ 
* * 
4 2 "#2 | * | * F 
B . a 4 + bo - A + 
* . 
BY 
42 ** ; a F ©: 6.4 £ 
4 EARN 
: " * 
* e 11 {4 
Z 1 * ' 0 
i 1 = 9 * — * — F by. 
* + 
"27 R 4 # i . * x 
fl — — * \ 00 4 K oF 
i P ) VII WW I\ 
414 4 18 - @& 
+ ＋ 4 — - * * 1 
1 = All 1 5 es 
| 
$8 4 3 0 » 4 
+» T Xx 
: N ** 1 
4 | 
4 * 
: * > a 7 
is 4 o 1 : f * 0 , 
ö * 
* * 
EF? * « a * a 
4 %+ l : 
£ 6Wẽ2˙ẽ435„ " « i N . 
CE: 
* 
N. 
1 
bal 
bi > 
12 k 7 
/ 
* 
7 


1 


hesse sere 


” 


” j ; ; « 


* - 
» W , 
* * N. * 
' #44 
: ? 3 PS 
a 0 5 a * 
_ v# 
# N * . \ 
; n F 4. - 
- 5 - 
5 . 


T 


AUTHOR, Sc. 


de A, f t 


nts, 


e - 


* 2 . - 
e 
r 1 2 


— * — . 
2 * ” . 
— — — — — — 
Y ; es ITT: 


— 


4 G * % 1 77 o nk > 1 * 7 * 
- . . 3 > = j 
\ \s } \ \ \ | 4 A Lo 2 * / 


Q 27 . 
\ . - "Wi : 
I 9 5 \ 2 
7 7 - 4 [ 1 Gl MY — 0 | tl 
i; = L 4 +1 0; \ {6 5„ . a 
% NN * wh \ * - * j +; . 2 
8 N * 1 1 F ff _ 
» * %. F - 7 o bh 100 ! \ — p Fd 
= . Cl w. — 1 \ : 25 , = 
SN — 2 d 
1 * : . 4 n 8 * A 
3 - * * £ 8 * 4 C475 %4 * 3 '% y * 5 * C * 4 1 : } 
© n * W % „ > — 3 04S 7 N Git #58 Us 6 4 Ae 8 W 9 5 s . 
: % bk 4 n 3 , ve : *. * 2 5 * * Wes iy 
tC 2 * | 4 WSN A ; E 0 4 | 
8 jp b 
6 K f * ; 
7 * 51 = 1 
* * & 
", * . 
3 » 
1 0 
5 N 
% % . 


FROM THE 


AurHOR's Friend 
Out of the C O U NTRY: 


* 


STR, 

Herewith return you the papers which you 
C was ſo kind to ſnd me for my peruſal ; 
but though I have read them very carefully 
over, I cannot yet directly give you my deter- 
minate opinion of them; you know my prin- 
ciples have always been in favour of the Tri- 
nity; but ſome. things nevertheleſs in your 
diſcourſe ſtick hard upon me, ſo hard that if 
you are not miſtaken in, I ſhall my ſelf very 
much-fufpett the truth of my former = 2 
ciples; in order to be farther ſatisfied con- 
cerning this doctrine in general, which 1 
3 5 5535 greatiy 
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are no friend to 
rine of the Trinity. 


neither 


can 15 ſee how any truly wiſe and good 
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trary boh to ſcripture and eaſes; 4g 


1 | Friend. Ir you can certainly Lot that 
5 % is. panty 


{ contrary. to either of f- theſe; 1 
be: convinced- it, is contrary to 


Hoi for as they both came ag God. 
they ſurely cannot | 


other : but pray, ow 40 you prove this; 


and take care what you ſay, for you know 


the contrary to what you fay is generally 5 
HE ne 65 


Author. I KNOW it, and therefore I 


hall; conſiſtent yet with” truth, uſe he 
dutmoſt caution. As to its being Ss 


to reaſon, nothing ſurely can be more cer- 
tain, for every one that holds this doctrine, 


in ſo doing, does neceſſarily hold that there 
are three Supreme and Independent Beings; Y 


and that, I am ſure, is not- only contrary 
to reaſon, but even to the very light of 


nature; but this yet notwithſtanding, whe- 


ther he will in words own it or not, he 
does, I affirm, moſt certainly do; for in ſo 
many words, he plainly ſays, that the Fa- 
ther is God Supreme, that the Son is God 


Supreme, and that the, Holy Ghoſt is Gf 


Supreme; if this is not holding three Su- 
Pat Gods, ſurely No, words.can make it 
o to palliate this, it is, I know, faid, that 
theſe, though owned fo be three, are yet 


i really but one Fring Phys This, though ſo 


- GE + 


; lodging ain is de e and roars 


take their, words: for bo too, for reaſons Why 
it is ſo, they 
to do eg but if mankind muſt be th 
dealt with, then may as well ſay thirty are 
but one as well! as three, and that too if 
| they faidfo, Laffirm, is as poſſible as the 


ther this] is ; poſſible to be. en Ilie 


Friend. A's you appeal. to me, Bend 


confeſs I cannot ſay it is; but it is ſaid that 
the ſcripture ſays fo, and if it does, I hope 
nen you will: believe it, te, . ar de. 158 
comprehend „ 
Author. VES ch if the ſeripture 


plainly and clearly fays 10," E will, in ſpight = 


of all oppoſition,” believe it; for I. am ſure 


what God fays is infallibly true; but where. 
let me aſk, does the ſcripture wy any en 


ſo unreaſonable as this. . 
Friend. ' Dots not our Saviour himſelf 
in the tenth chapter of St John's goſpel ſay, 
*© That I and my Father are one; and 
again in the fifth chapter of the firſt epiſtle 
of St John, is it not expressly ſaid, That 
* there are three that bear record in heaven 


0 6e v. the Father, the Word, and the Ho- 


ez 18 Ghoſt: and theſe WW are pn. 118 
f = Author, 


"Y 


give none, vor do not pretend 


al to your . en 


ate, + denogen ge. i 
die c un th bo Dy: yo ä — — 
thee fully anſwered both of them, the firſt; 
= a wy. '  diftin@tly and clearly as that 
Ss Thy. E | that any thing can, cen by the 
11 5 greateſt caviller, be faid in o tion to it; 
1 and the other, 1 have given three reaſons ta 
= thew:that it is a ſpurious interpolated text, 
and many more reaſons I. know may bez 
and really are, by others given to prove the 
fame thing; but I was the leſß careful to 
inſiſt long upon this text, becauſe I am al- 
molt confident that it is by the truly learned | 
and wiſe: of all ſides given up; à gentlemam 
ſome years ſince wrote a whole book to 
prove this text ſpurious, and I never to this 
very day heard e ever by any one 
anſwered. Have you any" more texts. 15 | 
50 Pant this doctrine by. c 
Friend. I PROFESS Ido nat know of : 
any one more. 
Author, Noor I, FE folewin ly decked; 
and if there are no more, what, I pray; 
can be. ſaid in favour of ſuch a principle as 
this; the principle is, That one is three, 
and three one; and both reaſon and ſcrip- 
ture you ſee are directly againſt it, and yet, 
which is very 1 it is generally 
held as a principle even in the Chriſtian, 
i. e. in the trueſt, the holieſt, and the moſt 
reaſonable 
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reaſon; 8 igion that is, or ever und in 
= walk. — this among Proteſtants tbo; 
Hriend. Is TT! ſay it ſeems-.yery 
ſtrange and unaccountable, but there is a 
text, 1 you in your diſcounſe ex 
pounded, which in plain words —_ That 
the San is equal to his Father; the words 
are, Who, viz — rel in "this form 
« of Godgthought i obbery to be 
with God, 2 no leſs ſur uy 
Biſhop. Pearſon, in his expoſition of — 28. 
cond 2 of the Creed, lays very go 
ſtreſs upon; nay, and to me ſeems em it | 
fully and clearly: to:gain his point. 
-Mutbor...;B1ism oe: Pearſon - — — 
: r great alete: W. | 
„ is very. juſt; 3 * i he 
8 bad mken in tha, whole paſſage to this 
purpoſe, as I have done, I am confident,. 
that he could not have interpreted „the 
words as he has done; whether my inter- 
pretation, which takes the whole ſenſe in, 
is juſt or not, I willingly ſubmit to all. wiſe 
and good men. 
Friend. You: are, a "A $ think; 
juſtly of offended at this doctrine; becauſe: you 
| lay, it neceſſarily introduces a plurality of 
3 Gods ; but do not you do the ſame; thing 
yourſelf? Vou ſay indeed, that there is 
* one God Supreme = but then you alſo 
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ele the Son- In vt? 51 benen 0 


8 F r 1 80 Nia! G06; . WOW Si 
ener L. s Ax ſo; becauſt «< God Him. a 
ſelf has ordained. it:{o;; and if ihe ms; who + 4 
dares ſay to the contrary; at lie has a Son} © 
J have ſhewn; that even in wafon he can 
not, though not Supreme, yet be others 
viſe: than God; and revelation, I DOE? 
proved, concurs in the ſame thing 
a. Triad. TE reaſon you give why the. 
: 80n cannot be God Supreme, W. becauſe: - 
he is not ſelf.exiſtent, Soe. 
Aurbor. Vs; that is the e and 4 
here again affirm, that ſelfcexiſtence i 
* neceſſary to the Supreme Divi- 

y ; and that it is what properly denos - 
Sed himſelf to be Supreme; 3 
farther;: that this perfection is not even yy 
God himſelf communicable: nay, and fars. - 
ther than all this, I affirm; that it is not 
in the power of God, by any manner of * 
"uu whatſoever, to produce his equal. 

Friend. You 4 the Son is . dan 
not Supreme. % 0 F160} 4 

Author, YES, by generations 1 tell 
again, he is God; and even in reaſon, hs 
cannot be conceived to be be otherwiſe, be- 
cauſe he was begotten of - God. Beſides, | 
by my expoſition. of the firſt verſe- of St 
you's I mag 1 think, unan- 
| | — 
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nerahly proved. OE he 0 ie hat _— 
Goch — no otherwiſe. 1 5 
Fand Ton foy unt he ts bot * 
to! his Father. Let Shore VF 
Autbar. No; for how ee he pot 
2 3 8 thought ſo, fince it is by. 
nos „that he neither. had: even 
elſe that ever be was pots 


, Friend. By T Bere not uch 3 a uin 


between God the Father and hin, as. to 
bh: him N ran . bis Fa- 
. . 1 
Author, W ar you all now, on 
ms, in telling you ſo, is unintelligible, an 
even downright nonſenſe; and en _ 1 
 fides, both to reaſon and ſcrip ture. 0 
Friend. Ir the Son is not God . 
preme, nor equal to his Father, nor ſo 
united to him, as to be individually the 
wy fame Perſon ; furely the holding him 
ee ee aces rn 
error. 
Author." Vs, dangerous and. fatal to 
9 ſure, in the higheſt for it 


is no leſs: than 1 of no Fees 
due only to him, and 
where it is not due; kx 18 1 the very 


it to another 


light of nature; and contrary to the very 
L firſt 


revealed. D 
Friend. 1 0 ubrk, fine this d. ctrine 
of the Trinity is not taught in the e : 
bow it came to be ſo generally received. 
Autbur. A N o fo do I prodigiouſſy wons. | 
der at it; for ſince it is certain it is not 
found in the ſcriptures; it ſurely muſt 
Ry follow, that it is no other than 
a human doctrine; and that, to ſay 10 
worſe of it, A "FR "unreaſonable "ons f 
too. 5 
; Brian 1 it is Haid; the Solis of 
| the Trinity is a great myſtery, and above 
human comprehenſion. e 
i Author, As it is taught by men, vis. 
by Fathers and Schoolmen, it is ſo puzzled; | 
perplexed, darkned, and confounded, that 
it is indeed a great myſtery; but take it 
from the ſcripture, from whence only it 
ought to be taken, and it is no myſtery at 
all; for there every where the Su premacy 
of God the Father is very plainly aſlerted;;: 
and that being allowed, the whole. doctrint 
of the Trinity falls to the grounc. 
Friend. You ſay that ger ought not 
to be made to the Son. 1 2 
Author. VES, I do ſay Gaal: ad I here 
again affirm, wants in the en K ar | 


is . 
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1 


made 10 him 33? st Stephen was then drinks 


Aying, 5 Lord Jen ehe = 
« ſpirit,” pray to hiꝶm. 
Authors: Wu a: is that to the hacia 
von do not ſurely think, ſuch a tranſient 
xpreſſio as this ſufficient to warrant, . uch 
iſh, prayer in ge 


him, and at the fame time ſaw him 
fading at the right Hand of God, and in 
ſuch a circumſtance as this, it was natural 
for him to ſpeak thus to him 3 but this in 
general can be no warrant for us, who are 
not in the like circumſtance as lie was, as 
:ommon to pray unto; him; beſides, if you 
look into the text: itſelf, you will ſee reaſon 
to think, that theſe words of his to the Soi 
are really not a prayer to him; for the text 

expreſsly ſays, that, calling upon God, he 
aid theſe words to the Son; the calling 
upon God was, no doubt, praying to him; 
but pronouncing the words, vi. Lord Jeſus 
receive my ſpirit, was, it is expreſsly ſaid, 
no more than ſaying of them to him. 1 
have dwelt too long upon ſuch an objection 
as this; lat any one ſhew me in the whole 
Bible an expreſs precept for praying to the 
Son, and I will give up the cauſe; if this 
cannot be done, I know not what excuſe 
can be made for a fault of ſo high a na- 
ture = W viz. praying to the Son, is; 
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a as —— gb nal ode; 
Friend. I Mus r bang tha derade 
nls of all religion is in this matter concerned 
op Pearſon; in his expoſition of the ſese 
cond : Warte f the Creed, reſolves dur b 
ligation: of paying wins, Wee * ber] ; 
Son, from two texts | 
theſe words is taken « 606 the fifth — 
ne Goſpel, vi. That all men 
de ſhould honour the Son; nee 
4 the Father; the other i is taken puta ithy. 
_ chapter of the Revelation. 
Autbor. Tus fut of theſe texts 4 


and, 1 — er woos ene 1 

cannot be taken in the ſenſe that this very 

does; whether my expo 

tion is right or not, is very cheerfully tub» 
mit 


— 2 
XG 


W 4 td ew ade 


OS orunw. ct 6 v0 er we $4 4. 
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and true ende of che tert ch 28 I 


« 3 the Father. 
* not the Son, ho 
t which hath ſentduim 10 the cafoof an an 0 
baſſador ſrom a ſovereign Prince, if we may 


22 ly paralichto-<e ſends of theſe word z 
An HAmbaſfador being by his Prince ſent s 
another Princes! every. ohs knows that:the 
fame -honour-whilft he is in that employs Ls 
ment is due to him as woald be given by 
even to his Muſter bindſelf 55 and any a8 | 
honour being done to him would; no 
be interpreted as done to his Maſter char 
ſent him; though © this-cannort: be denyrd, 
yet after all; no one futely will ſay, mots 4 
withſtanding an equal honour is puid to be 
Ambaſſadot, as to the Maſter, that yer che 

Amba ſſador is as great as his' Maſter. This * 
caſe, Lay, is exactly parallel to theſe words 

in the text: The 8on is an Ambaſſador ſem 
into the world by God, and, as ſuch, all men 
ſhould honour „ even as the . 
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een bey are ſent; | 
red eee ery far from 
being equal to their Maſters, yet even a. 
their Maſters, and he therefore that any 
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ſador in the text; he muſt by:all men be 
honoured, even as the Fathet which hath 
ſent him; but this yet den not prove him, 
any more than a common Ambaſſador is 
equal to his Maſter, to me qual to him 
that ſent him; but as — the very 
contrary; neither can this honour, that is 
extend farther 3 he himſelf preſcribes: 
prayer in particular to be made to him, it 
js certain, he no where requires from us; 
to offer it up therefore to him, is ſo far from 
being a duty, that it is ſurely no leſs than 
4 great and grievous ſin againſt God his 
Father, to whom only it is due; this I take 
to be the true, natural, and genuine ſenſe 
of the words; and J cannot think that any 
other ſenſe can be put upon them, without 
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and yet, as ſtrained a ſenſe as this is, which 


is lamentable'to conſider ; almoſt the whole 
of that religious worſhip which is paid to 
the Son is built upon it, upon this, and the 


it is, I ſhall conſider that too; this text 
is taken out of the fifth chapter of the Re. 
velations ; the words are thus, I heard 


a voice, — fays the Apoſtle, Gaying, that 


«, every creature which is in heaven, and 


ec on the. earth, and under the earth, and 
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cc, in them ; — ſaying with a loud voice, — 
e blefling, and honour, and glory, and 
*« power be unto him that fitteth on the 
0 throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
e and ever; in theſe words, it is moſt 
certain, the ſame bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, which is given to God 
the Father, which ſitteth upon the throne; 
is given alſo unto the Lamb; but ſurely 


yet, with very great deference; for read 


the verſe before the text, and you will ſee 
that all this is not aid for the inherent 

worth that is in the Lamb, as it is in him 
chat ſitteth on. the throne ; but, becauſe he 
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ſider and examine what is here offered and 
more than this I do not deſire from may 
man; for it is poſlible, after all, that I r may 
be miſtaken © and if I am, God forbid thi t 
any man ſhould by me be led i into error; ot 
that I myſelf either, if in error, ſhould | 
continue in it; no, my ſoul is at ſtake 
and that I am ſure is of: infinitely -more 
conſequence to me than the whole world, 4 
Friend. You ſay it is poſſible in the 
principles you have here laid down, that vom 
_ be miſtaken z_ 1 thought you had gone | 
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Author. ALL men you know. are ſub- | 
jet to error, and no man. whatſoever infal- 
ible ; therefore it is that I ſaid this; but! 
. notwithſtanding, by any means think 
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reaſon and revelation, for they all with one 
voice loudly proclaim the very ſame thing; 
Friend. Ir people would lay 
* I think, your diſcourſe might have 
ſome i oo 125 
Author, THA miſchief is, ple com- 
monly look into one fide of the 5 
only; if they would be perſuaded to look 
indifferently into ſides of the queſtion, 
as they ought to do; and as, if they were 
wiſe and true to themſelves, they would do; 
here would be ſome ho es of bringing 
people over from error to truth; but this 
muſt not be expected, though the cauſe 
that is here eſpouſed is the cauſe of 
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